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SUB J : RHODESIAN ATTACK ON BOTSWANA AND ZAMBIA 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF JUNE 3 PRESS RELEASE FROM OFFICE 
OF THE PRESIDENT CONCERNING REPORTED RHODESIAN ATTACK OVER 
THE BOTSWANA BORDER AT KAZANGULA EVENING OF JUNE 2: 

BEGIN TEXT: "SMITH ATTACKS BOTSWANA AGAIN" - THE OFFICE OF THE 
PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED THAT A SMALL GROUP OF RHODESIAN SOLDIERS 
ATTACKED THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE BASE CAMP AT KAZUNGULA 
AT 2000 HOURS LAST NIGHT WITH MORTAR AND SMALL ARMS FIRE. 

THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE RETURNED THE FIRE AND THE ATTACKERS 
WITHDREW TO RHODESIA. AT THE SAME TIME ANOTHER GROUP OF 
RHODESIAN SOLDIERS FIRED FROM WITHIN RHODESIA AT THE BOTSWANA 
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POLICE STATION ACROSS THE ZAMBEZI RIVER BEFORE WITHDRAWING. 

THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES IN BOTSWANA. THERE HAS 
BEEN SUBSTANTIAL BUILD UP OF RHODESIAN TROOPS NEAR PLUM 
TREE DURING THE PAST FEW DAYS. REPORTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED 
THAT THE RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES PLAN TO STAGE YET 
ANOTHER UNPROVOKED ATTACK ON BOTSWANA UNDER THE GUISE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

OF A SO-CALLED HOT PURSUIT OR DEFENSIVE STRIKE. 

IT IS NOW PATENTLY OBVIOUS THAT SMITH HAS NO INTENTION 
TO NEGOTIATE FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OR ELSE HE WOULD 
NOT SANCTION THESE UNJUSTIFIABLE ATTACKS AGAINST BOTSWANA. 

END TEXT 

2. GOB ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY TIBONE TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
THE FIGHT LASTED FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR AND THAT THE RHODESIAN 
GROUP WHICH FIRED ON THE BORDER DEFENSE POST DID SO 
FROM THE BOTSWANA SIDE OF THE BORDER. HE TERMED THE 
INCIDENT "INEXPLICABLE ".NORLAND 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS RELEASES, BORDER INCIDENTS, GROUND COMBAT OPERATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 03-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977GABORO01257 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 98-0872 
Format: TEL 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770694/aaaademz.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9569c785-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2292832 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RHODESIAN ATTACK ON BOTSWANA AND ZAMBIA 
TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, BC, RH 
To: STATE LUSAKA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9569c785-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



